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Introduction
Drug trafficking is an issue that affects both the countries in Latin America as well as the
USA and Europe. Drug production and transportation from Latin America leads to lower quality
of life for their citizens and new government policies. This paper will cover the topic of drug
trafficking in Latin America and the key countries involved in the issue. It will then explore
different UN resolutions and reports, as well as previous attempts at resolving the issue. Finally
possible solutions and operative clauses will be suggested.

Definition of Key Terms
Latin America: Latin America is understood to be the entire continent of South America,
Central America, Mexico and the islands of the Carribean ("List of Countries in Latin America.")
Drug trafficking: According to UNODC drug trafficking is “a global illicit trade
involving the cultivation, manufacture, distribution and sale of substances which are subject to
drug prohibition laws” ("Trafic De Stupéfiants.")

Background Information
Latin America has consistently been a key player in drug production and transport across
the US and European borders.
As of 2011 Columbia accounted for the vast amount of cocaine produced in Latin
America (“Production and Trafficking Routes.”). Between 60 to 65 percent of cocaine trafficked
from Latin America into the US is smuggled through the Central American corridor, while the
rest is trafficked through the Carribean Island chain (“Production and Trafficking Routes.”).
Mexico is then used as the main point of access into the US border (“Production and Trafficking
Routes.”). Cocaine produced in Latin America is also being sent to Europe in vessels dispatched
to European ports or via certain West Africa routes (“Production and Trafficking Routes.”).
Venezuela is the primary transportation hub of Columbian cocaine and a US State Department
report states that in 2007 58.1 tons of cocaine seized in West Africa has been exported from
Venezuela (“Production and Trafficking Routes.”). Columbia is also responsible for a large
amount of North American opiate production, with the bulk of them being sent to the USA, thus
making Columbia the leading supplier of the US western market (“Production and Trafficking
Routes.”).

Throughout Latin America there has been an increase in corruption, violence, lawlessness
and human rights violations due to the rise in powerful organized crime coalitions and drug
cartels ("The International Drug War."). The drug war in Mexico has led to tens of thousands of
deaths and Central America now has some of the world’s most dangerous cities. In efforts to
combat these issues, many governments have implemented policies that have led to the arrests of
traffickers and low level dealers as well as militarized counter-drug efforts which have resulted
in increase in violence and danger to civilians (Trinkunas).
The United States and the United Nations have taken a criminal justice approach to the
drug trafficking issue and keep providing ineffective and dangerous solutions. In 2011 the
Global Commission on Drug Policy was formed, in an attempt to “inspire better drug policy
globally” (The Global Commission). They aim to provide pragmatic and humane solutions to the
war on drugs and to help governments implement them so they can ensure the safety of
civilians. UNODC is attempting to support the coordination of policies in organized crime and
drug trafficking, analyze the capacity of organized crime and drug trafficking trends, help
countries implement important UN conventions battling organized crime and drug trafficking
and enforce effective anti-organized crime policies (Mexico). UNODC is also aiming to integrate
social policies which assist with the treatment, rehabilitation and societal reentry of people
affected by the drug trade.

Major countries and groups involved
United States of America: The USA has led many international drug control efforts in an
attempt to eradicate drug production, trafficking and consumption.
Mexico: Mexico plays a key role as the main transportation hub of drugs from Central
America into the US.
Europe: Europe is faced with the same issues of drug trafficking, with Latin American
drug exports making port in European countries
Latin America: Latin America is a key producer and trafficker of opiates and cocaine to
Northern America and Europe
Global Commission on Drug Policy: An organization made up of former heads of
countries and independent intellectuals who came together in an attempt to help countries
implement proper policies to counteract the current drug trafficking issue

UNODC: The United Nations office on Drugs and Crime that is “continuously
monitoring and researching global illicit drug markets” in an attempt to better understand their
dynamics ("Trafic De Stupéfiants.").

Relevant UN resolutions and reports
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has initiated a variety of
programs and established many offices that remain determined at solving the matter. These
offices and programs provide advisory services to different south american and central american
ministries on how to technically design and implement measures to combat organised drug
trafficking and other narcotic related crime.
Similar to the first question, in the past decade, the UN hasn’t explicitly focused on the
South American region as a whole, but rather merged services with the Central American region.
Hence the latin american accords:
UNODC response to illicit drug trafficking, regional initiatives in Central America:
- Santo Domingo Pact/ SICA-UNODC Mechanism:
- This pact aims to enhance the political coordination between latin
american and Carribean governments in the field of drug trafficking and
organised crime. In ways such as but not limited to, exchanging
information between partners, implementing relevant UN conventions on
organised crime (“Mexico”).
2017 Resolution 60/9 of the CND (Resolution 60/9):
-

Enhancing the capacity of law enforcement, border control and other relevant agencies to
counter illicit drug trafficking through training
-

This resolution, although not specific to latin America, recognises the fact that in
spite of an enhanced criminal network, education and stronger border controls are
the primary tools signatories have in limiting the efficiency and capabilities drug
traffickers have in expanding their network.

-

Particularly, operative clauses 1,2 and 3: Enhancing the skills and knowledge
border forces and customs have in not only limiting drug smuggling across
borders, but also in tackling the cultivation and manufacturing of illicit substances
in the first place.
-

Better enforcement for the rule of law is also another key aspect of the
resolution considering the high levels of corruption Latin American border
forces and authorities face in spite of high compensation by the criminals.

-

The resolution incorporates a connection to both human and gender rights in
relation to drug trafficking in spite of the many people employed by cartels to
conduct the transport who themselves might not be aware of the illegality of their
actions.

Previous attempts at resolving the issue
Previous attempts at resolving the issue have
had varying successes. A positive example is the work
of the UNODC for Peruvian farmers. Similar to the
previous resolution, peruvian farmers were provided
with the education and means to start coffee
plantations instead of coca. Through a UN-organised
cooperative, farmers managed to beat down the power
of the drug traffickers. Revenue through taxation from
the local farmers allowed for better health and
sanitation facilities to be built, as well as greater
connectivity to other parts of the country for the
farmers to sell their produce (“Coffee”).
Furthermore, both the ECOSOC commission
and the CND have been found to combat maritime
drug trafficking in accordance with the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea, particularly articles
27 and 108 have been proving successful which read:
-

-

27, subsection (D): The criminal jurisdiction of the coastal State should not be exercised
on board a foreign ship passing through the territorial sea to arrest any person or to
conduct any investigation in connection with any crime committed on board the ship
during its passage, save only in the following cases: (d) if such measures are necessary
for the suppression of illicit traffic in narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances.
108: All States shall cooperate in the suppression of illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances engaged in by ships on the high seas contrary to international
conventions.

Although, on the other hand, the legal framework at the international level, that being the United
Nations, has had one major obstacle. Intercepting drug-trafficking ships/vehicles without the
necessary clearance by individual member states from which the vehicles are registered. For
instance, many of the larger vessels are registered purposely in Liberia, Bermuda, Malta, Panama
and the Bahamas which gives an extra layer of protection to the traffickers themselves.
Therefore, this has pushed many individual nations such as the United States in combating the

trafficking themselves through bilateral agreements with latin and caribbean nation governments,
thus losing the strength of the multilateralism the UN is known for. For example, allowing US
Navy and US Coast Guard Vessels in intercepting suspected trafficking vessels without even
going through the UN.

Possible solutions/examples of Operative clauses
When looking for possible solutions the delegates could consider approaching this topic
from a health and public safety perspective rather than a criminal justice one. How could local
governments and international organizations enforce regulations that, instead of punishing low
level dealers and users, help them rehabilitate and pursue different paths in life? Furthermore,
how could governments enable coca farmers or drug producers to find different ways to make the
same or similar profits in a legal and ethical manner? If international governments provide the
people at the bottom of these ‘drug chains’ with the means to improve their lifestyles by moving
away from narcotic production and trafficking, would the drug cartels and organized crime group
diminish in power? Therefore allowing for a better quality of life for the citizens in Latin
American countries and lower incarceration rates for drug addicts and dealers.
● As seen, one of the main issues the UN faces in spite of illegal latin American
drug trafficking is the cooperation and the series of bureaucratic obstacles.
Therefore delegates could suggest increasing the decision-making power the UN
has by dispatching a series of UN-inspectors to work along-side the US Navy and
Coast Guard authorities to establish a presence.
○ In extreme cases, certain member states could suggest the implementation
of peace-keeping measures within coastal/territorial waters of the
countries where much of the illicit substances depart.
● A less extreme approach would be to initiate UN-backed rehabilitation programs
for farmers that have the opportunity to change their crops into something
profitable, productive, sustainable and legal.
○ This could be done in ways such as but not limited to building centres
together with local governments informing of the benefits and the
wrongness there is in drug trafficking.
○ Or directly funding already existing programs and ensure the
righteousness of these funds with the presence of inspectors to report
progress back to the UN.
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